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The new year message from

Mpr. Pereric Hogberg, Ambassador

Dear Friends in Japan,

These are challenging times in Japan, in Sweden and in the whole world.

Just as the rest of the society, the Embassy’ s activities have been heavily affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and all the restrictions it
has caused. A lot of our usual work with networking, promotion and dialogues have continued — although often in new hybrid formats
and online.

Sweden did not adopt a mandatory lockdown policy, choosing instead to adopt a moderate approach to controlling COVID-19, which
leaves much to the public’ s discretion. In this sense, the measures taken by the Swedish government have been rather similar to the
strategy of the Japanese government. These similarities were discussed directly by former PM Abe and PM Léfven in a phone meeting
earlier this year. We have also seen great interest in Sweden’ s experiences of COVID-19 among the Japanese public as well as media. I
was very happy that the Japan National Press Club recently organized a press conference with the Swedish State Epidemiologist.

Even though we are looking forward to the day we can have physical interaction with people again, this pandemic has taught us there are
much work you can do from home. This is really the time to take the digitalization process to the next level. Sweden will follow the new
Japanese government’ s ambitions in this field with great interest, and we are keen on exchanging experiences of digitalization with
Japan.

In December 2020 the embassy is launching a new digital project: Sweden Digital Village (X = —5 > 5 UH) . Itis a website for
integrated Sweden promotion, including food contents, cultural performances, webinars and various other information. With a
modernized, “city-like” homepage and increased interactivity, Sweden Digital Village will provide a unique user experience and become
a virtual space where people go to when they want to find out anything about Sweden.

Sweden is welcoming Japan’ s new commitment to climate neutrality by 2050. We are looking forward to partnering in realizing our
joint commitments. The embassy has organized several webinars in collaboration with Swedish and Japanese companies, NGOs,
researchers and the Ministry of Environment of Japan.

Innovation is continuously one of the focus areas of the embassy. A symposium on innovations promoting active and healthy ageing was
organized jointly by Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), the Swedish Innovation Agency Vinnova and the Swedish Embassy.
We also had the honor of hosting a lecture by the Japanese Nobel laureate in Chemistry, Dr. Akira Yoshino, and the Swedish start-up
battery maker Northvolt on lithium-ion batteries and the future society.

Due to Japan’ s need to further increase the number of women on the labor market, the interest in Sweden’ s work on gender equality
and the parental leave system is still huge. Several events on these topics were organized, partly in collaboration with Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan.

One of the most significant Swedish-Japanese Joint Ventures was created earlier this year when Hitachi bought ABB Power Grids and
created the new company Hitachi ABB Power Grids with strong research, development and production in Sweden. I was happy to join
the chairman of the new company to Ludvika, Sweden in September for a grand manifestation with participation from the Swedish
Royal family, the Swedish Government and international business.

In the cultural field we have continued promoting creative contemporary artists and generate new opportunities in collaboration with the
BIWAKO Biennale, where no less than four Swedish artists were exhibited.

2020 also marked the 75th anniversary of Pippi Longstocking, the most famous of all Swedish children’ s books characters. We took
this opportunity to focus on books for children and young-adults at the European Literature Festival, through a series of talk events,
lectures and workshops. The author/illustrator Jakob Wegelius participated in the festival.

One of Japan’ s most prominent poets, Hiromi Ito, was awarded the Cikada Prize, a prize founded in commemoration of the Swedish
Nobel Prize winner, Harry Martinson. The Cikada Prize is awarded to Asian poets “cherishing the sanctity of life” , and Ito is the fourth
Japanese to receive it.

The Japan-Sweden associations around Japan represent an important network and a strong partner in our efforts to strengthen the links
between our countries. I would like to thank all the members of the Sweden Center Foundation for your strong continued commitment,
and it is my sincere hope that you will join us in promoting Sweden in 2021.

Pereric Hogberg
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