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Inspiration and friendship

In the beginning of 2020, I received a phone call from The
National Museum of Fine Arts (Nationalmuseum) in
Stockholm. They wanted to buy a bowl from me! This was a
wonderful opportunity and at the same time an almost
surrealistic surprise. A number of interesting items for the
purchase were discussed and it ended with the “At Ease” . This
was a very happy moment in my life and besides Japanese —

Swedish friendship once again was present.

With the Japanese way of handing over something in mind, I
decided to make a unique box for the delivery procedure that
was set to take place in Stockholm on the 11th of May. The
major part of the box is made from spruce. In addition, I choose
some scrap pieces of 2000-year-old bog oak, (dated by the
museum in Vixjo), and a small piece of oak that came from a
tree my grandfather took down about 100 years ago. He was a
carpenter and bought the tree to make all furniture to his house
in the beginning of the nineteen hundred. I have been told that it
was a huge tree, probably about 1000-year-old. I still use some
of his tools and every day I sharpen tools on the honing stone I
inherited after him. The
box I filled with fine
shavings to resemble a

bird’ s nest.

It was a pleasure to

make the delivery and

the box made a big

impact. At the delivery

at the museum, it was

stated that the box
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should be considered as a part of the artifact.

At the end of last year, the
bowl was chosen to be
presented in the 2020 edition
of the book Masters of
Contemporary Wood Art in
the US. There is no
connection between what

took place in Stockholm and

MASTERS OF

O GoD ART Los Angeles — it was just a

happy coincidence.
This is how it started...

The 16th of March 2017 Inagaki-san came to visit my
Woodshop in Alvesta in the south of Sweden. The meeting
ended with urging me to apply for the AIR scholarship at SCF I
Tobetsu. Less than a month later the application had resulted in
preparations and arrangements for my AIR period. Friendship,
hard work, presentations at different universities and a solo
exhibition made the time run fast. Simultaneously preparations
to celebrate the 35 years of the SCF Sweden Hills took place in
the office. (In a larger scope there were preparations going on to
celebrate 150 years of friendship between Japan and Sweden
during 2018).

The second invitation to go to Japan to participate in the
exhibition “35AR” in late 2018 arrived soon after coming back
to Sweden. The invitation presented an interesting and fantastic
reunion program for all the twenty-three AIR-participants over
the years Sweden Hills had been in business. We were invited
bring two artifacts each for the exhibition that took place at the
Sapporo Art Park. Later on, the exhibition was moved and set
up at the Swedish Embassy in Tokyo. One of my pieces was the
“At Ease” .

The bowl is turned from Birch
(Swedish: BJORK!). At the end of
the leather string there is a striped |
addition made from white Euonymus
and black ebony. The Euonymus §

pieces have a fantastic history that is

a friendship tie between Japan and

Sweden.

During the nineteen hundred three expeditions of botanic
scientists went from Sweden to visit their counterparts in Japan.
Among other things they brought plants and seeds back to
Sweden and planted them in the Botanical Garden in
Gothenburg. As the trees got old some pieces were cut down
and stored for future events. In 2014 there was a Japan theme in
the Botanical Garden in Gothenburg. I was invited make

artifacts to “show the soul” in a number of Japanese trees.
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Thirty-eight trunks of wood were transported to my woodshop
to serve as material for the exhibition. The Euonymus was
among them. It was a fantastic wood for woodturning and I
used some small pieces for the bowl “At Ease” . The exhibition
at the Botanical Garden was opened by the Japanese

Ambassador in Sweden at the time.
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