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The new year message from

Mr. Pereric Hogberg, Ambassador

Dear friends in Hokkaido and Japan!

The kizuna between our nations is strong and in no small part founded on the passion of individuals. The interest Japanese people show
in Swedish culture is equaled only by the Swedish interest in Japanese culture. In Japan there are many successful Swedes in the fields
of literature, film, design, fashion, and gaming. Some are even active in typical Japanese art forms such as sword forging, manga,
traditional landscaping, tea, or rakugo.

After almost two years of pandemic, many companies and organizations have come to embrace the digital transformation of society —
and the Embassy of Sweden is no exception. In December 2020 we launched Sweden Digital Village, a new digital platform designed to
be the ultimate virtual space for exploring what Sweden has to offer in Japan. At Sweden Digital Village, you can find food and travel
inspiration, discover Swedish music and literature, learn about Swedish companies and innovation, as well as view online events, from
seasonal celebrations to academic or business-oriented webinars.

One of the highlights of 2021 was of course the Tokyo Olympic Paralympic, where I had the honor to see several sports events in real
life together with the Swedish Olympic Committee. Congratulations to Japan for a well-organized Olympics despite the difficulties
caused by the pandemic — and for winning a lot of medals!

I also made my first official trip to Hokkaido, where I met with both the Vice Governor of Hokkaido, Mr. Uramoto and the Mayor of
Sapporo, Mr. Akimoto. In Hokkaido I also had the opportunity to study the local dairy industry — an area where Sweden and Japan share
similar challenges — and the new high-tech solutions that will change that business entirely.

Now when both Japan and Sweden have started to open their societies, I” m really looking forward to increased exchange between our
countries. I’ m already enjoying being able to meet different Japanese people again, and to get their perspectives on life, politics, and
culture. In 2022 — hopefully — the embassy will enter a much more active phase with a lot of cultural and promotional events in the
pipeline. So, stay tuned, and please don’ t hesitate to contact the embassy if you see any opportunity to strengthen the kizuna between
us. [ am certain that our exchange will bring more economic, scientific, and cultural prosperity to both our nations. I wish everyone a
peaceful, safe, and happy 2022!

Pereric Hogberg
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