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The new year message from

Mpr. Pereric Hogberg, Ambassador

Dear friends in Hokkaido and Japan!

Now both Sweden and Japan have open borders, allowing families and friends to finally reunite. Since October,
we have a new government in Sweden that I am sure will keep prioritizing the already strong Japanese-Swedish
relations onwards. Even if the last year has been good in many ways, it has also been marked by setbacks.
Russia’ s invasion of Ukraine has affected the whole world and shaped a new global landscape. Hence,
cooperation between likeminded countries is perhaps more important than ever. I am grateful that Japan and
Sweden stand for Ukraine, democracy, and peace. Furthermore, the Swedish NATO-application is a crucial
course of action in the pursuit of increased security and a rule-based world order.

In 2022, as the impact of the pandemic decreased, the Embassy entered into a more active phase. With
economic, scientific, and cultural exchanges between Japan and Sweden, we have a lot to be proud of from the
past year. Many Swedish artists and musicians have participated in exhibitions and concerts in Japan, starting
new collaborations that will benefit cultural life in both countries. Several Japanese publishers went to
Stockholm to learn more about the Swedish children’ s book traditions and market. At the Mirai Research
Week 21 of Sweden’ s and Japan’ s top universities shared the results of their collaborations. On the 50th
anniversary of the Stockholm Environment Conference in 1972, more than one hundred young activists
gathered at the Embassy to discuss aspects of the seminal question of our time: climate change.

In addition, I also take with me memories of different travels I made, not least my trip to Hokkaido, Tobetsu
and the Swedish Center Foundation in November. There I had many fruitful meetings and interesting
conversations. I now have a better understanding of the scope of SCF’ s contributions to the Japanese-Swedish
relations.

Now I am excited to see what 2023 has to offer in terms of Japan-Sweden cooperation.
I wish everyone a peaceful, safe, and Happy New Year!

Pereric Hogberg
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