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The new year message from
Mpr. Pereric Hogberg, Ambassador

Dear friends in Japan,

This past year has been filled with important activities for the embassy, in the effort of further strengthening the
ties between Sweden and Japan. Due to a much needed renovation project, a lot has changed when it comes to
the daily operations of the embassy, following the move to a temporary office space. We are now located in
Ark Mori building, not too far from our own embassy building. We look forward to moving back to a new
House of Sweden in 2026. I’ m confident it will become a landmark in Tokyo.

In March, I had the pleasure to participate in Vasaloppet Japan 2023 in Asahikawa, and the day was filled with
great sportsmanship and friendship. Vasaloppet is a proof of the strong relationship between Hokkaido and
Sweden tied to historic roots.

In the field of culture, we held a Jazz Festival in May and has promoted children’ s literature throughout this
fall. In April the political team participated in a LGBTQ+ pride parade in Tokyo, and in May a youth
democracy festival.

In October, we were finally able to inaugurate the new honorary consulate in Sapporo, Hokkaido. I was very
happy to welcome Mr Nakano Shogo, CEO of the Swedish company De Laval, as our honorary consul. We
have a new honorary consul in Kobe. Mr Wada Tomoki is the CEO of Kinki and has since long established the
relationship between Sweden and Japan.

We continue with preparations for EXPO 2025. Sweden will participate in a Nordic pavilion together with
Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Iceland. EXPO 2025 presents a unique opportunity for visitors to further
explore Nordic culture, in addition to cultures from all over the world.

I would like to end my letter with a Haiku. Since 1895, a Swedish New Year’ s Eve tradition is to visit Skansen
in Stockholm to hear the famous poem ‘Ring out, wild bells’ performed at the same time as fireworks light up
the sky at midnight. Nowadays broadcasted on national tv, different hosts repeat the famous words “Ring
klocka ring” as the church bells ring in the new day, and year, from the 31st of December to the 1st of January.
This is the source of inspiration for the Haiku.

Ring klocka ring in

Bister natt blir varm av eld
Ett nytt 4r nalkas

Happy New Year!

Pereric Hogberg
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